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Private 22/993 Thomas Hunter
22nd Battalion, Durham Light Infantry
Died of Wounds — 20th June 1917

Buried in Menin Road South Cemetery, Ypres

| have used published accounts, National Archives records, Battalion War
Diaries and my own personal library to piece together the World War 1 service
record of Thomas. Sadly, 60% of the soldiers’ service records were destroyed
by a German bomb during the Blitz in 1940. Thomas’s service record was one
of those that did survive.
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In 1911, Thomas was living in South Shields with his father, sister (who was
widowed) and her 2 children. He was working in the coal mine industry, as was
his father:
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22nd Battalion, Durham Light Infantry:

An early solution to the vast demand for labour was to create in each infantry
Division a battalion that would be trained and capable of fighting as infantry,
but that would normally be engaged on labouring work. They were given the
name of Pioneers. They differed from normal infantry in that they would be
composed of a mixture of men who were experienced with picks and shovels
(i.e. miners, road men, etc) and some who had skilled trades (smiths,
carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, masons, tinsmiths, engine drivers and fitters).
A Pioneer battalion would also carry a range of technical stores that infantry
would not. This type of battalion came into being with an Army Order in
December 1914. In early 1916, a number of infantry battalions composed of
men who were medically graded unfit for the fighting were formed for
labouring work. They had only 2 officers per battalion. Twelve such battalions
existed in June 1916.
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Thomas joined the DLI in March 1916. He was 25 years old.
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|

Questions to be put to the Recruit before Enlistmen%
L Whatis your Name? .. . s e Lo L '7%0114%7

2. What is’ £ A dduoga?

illing . B s
9. Are you willing to be enlisted for General Service ¢
i

10. Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand its
meaning, and who gave it to you?

Are yoJ
¥ 4. th.t il

11. Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided Hif Majesty should so long
Tequire your services ?

For the duration of the War, at the end of which you will be discharged with all convenient
speed. You will be required to serve for one day with the Colours and the remainder of tha
perloﬂ in the Army Reserve, in accordance with the provisions of the Royal Warrant duted
20th Oct., 1915, until such time as you may be cetled up hy order of the Army Coungll. i,
employed with Hospitals, depots of Mounted Units, ot as a Clerk, etc., you may be retaified”
after the termination of hostilities until your services calfiBd, spaved, but such retention
shall in no case exceed six months.

2 l<07v»4 < M 1 4% sole mnly declare that the above auswers made by me to
the above questions are true, aud that I am willing to fulfil'the engagements made.

SIGNATURE OF RECRUIT.

Signature of Witness.

'/// OATH TU BE TAKEN BY  RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION.
I D20 72 swear by Almighty God, thaf
I will be faithful and beur true Allegiance to His Majesty King George the Fifth, His Heirs, and Successors,. and
that I will, as in duty bound, hone: \tly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, in Person, Crnwn,
and ngmty against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and of the
Generals and Officers sct over me. So help me God!

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR " ATTESTING OFFICER,
The Recruit above named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to  any of the above questions he
would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.
The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.
I ha e taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has been duly entered as
replied €, and the said Recruit ha- made and signed the declaration and taken the oath before me-at

on this~  //" daywef. R e

Signature of the.Justice.

t Certificate of Approving Officer.
T certify that this Attestation of the al ed Recruit is correct, and properly filled up, and that the required
forms appear to have been complied with."" I accordingly approve, and appoint him to the

If enlisted by special authority, Army l'orm B 203 (or other authority for the enlistment) will be attached to the

original ntu,\muon 4
Datc_mii?i; Lz f1 195 it 4 i 2
R s : Approving Officer.

W

e signature of the Anpmvmz Officer is to be affixed in the presence of the Recruit.
X“ere insert the “Corps” for which the Recruit has been enlisted.

s Rocruit in to bo asked the particulars of hia formor servics, snd to produce, if posaible, his Cortificate of Discharge and Certificate of Char—

aoter, Which houl e od fo him eonspicuously endorsed in red ink, as follows, vie.—(Naus)
re-enlisted In (""“n“'m ___on the (Date)

’Ih’y’.'}“




Jolned from Army Resarve, Class B,

414 Aruy Foru B. 178.
@cruits enlisting direot into the Regular Army, and (b) for
e '%mltomal Force when they ar'e admitted to Hospital.

1788 to .be used for S 1 its and Special
Reaew:ats ehllstmg Into the Regulanr Army.

LDI(JAL HISTORY

/ Fabn
Summme% Christian Name___ LLD

YR oy T\m L/BENERAL TABLE. J /
Birth‘ﬁ‘ace‘ ¥, Pansh Rz ///.W ZA d Countig N A Lzt
{On day bf 1l atty 191 6

at, '///{'/‘71_ //(’5. ,//[{/h /Z -
Declared Age ‘-/ A&year {74'/'{5‘7»/] __days.

Examined

B o 7 o
“Trade or Occupation 3 L ALTZ e L.

Height see aee i feet. Z ’{,/ inches.
ook _ i T

Chest: i Ly l;» s inches.
Measurement

|Range of Expavsiona . SR o S ,_ci,,,,_ __inches.

Physical Development ... _ r%(fﬁa‘-_.., =

N Right

Vaceination Marksj'
LN umber

When Vaccinated ...

A
/2

G R.E—V=
Vision {L.E.—V:
(a) Marks indicating con- ((@)—
genital peculiaritics or
previous disease lii’* Sz

(9) Slight defects but not
sufficient to cause rejec-
tion

_ Approved by  (Signature) o5 . .. /_.-»I LY L By s T
(Ranl:) 4 S, 7;1»{
7//17'7 M@Jq(gut Ofhcer.

2L

(TR S e I
Enlisted ... 5 i / /

{on pnrTe qayofi e

Corps Kegtl. No.

(|_22nd (8) BN. DURHAM L. | (PIONEERR).

Joined on Enlistment

Trausferred to

Became non-effective by ... _ ISR L L
day of .
(Signature)

(Rank)

Forms P ;[ )
(5095.) W. 11330/4055 600M. 10/15. C. P., Lo, Bl I:S i S0 5
7Es80y 4
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Whilst on basic training in the UK, he was court marshalled twice and confined
to barracks for a total of 10 days:

Squadron, Troop, Battery and Company Conduct Sheet. Army Form I3, 121,

Number of Shect.

4.4,

Regiment of Siguntire ¢£ 0, G, Compauy I AN Ko L (3 /4

Eulistment

3
7S sun moatls
<

Good Conduet Badges, Sarvics Pay or Proficioncy Pay

Joined___
Joized
Jolned_

Jeined_

pieo | Dateot [ poy | OFFENCE RNaotcs of Prnishment awarded
Otlenco Bk i 2 Witnesses: | ent awan
: :
|
|

Place of Birth

By whom awarded | REMARKS

7 £ 7 ; .

AP /;»' A fan S rnr | [y OB
| B Fo /,, Yy L Nonlinisy

&m .’7.:,‘///// al

/ 4 //“
4 41 fgé/vre?/% ot
Wﬁ% .30/17//& 11.{«/;/5m$7im LuTadol |CRH4S |2 days <5, lé | Capt T it~ [rcr b

|
|

C~t5sam. | Rt |
| | i
| | |

Luray
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Thomas arrived on the Western Front on 22nd July 1916 and was transferred
to the Royal Engineers, before rejoining the DLI in September 1916:

Casualty Form—Actlve Serwce
Regiment&r Corps. 22nd (5) m/j DURHAM L. 1. (PIONEERS) Rer%unental I\umber
Rank Surname Y tntor Christian Name_ k. @
Relmon C/rf/ A on Lnlutmr nt:_tz_b“ _years_ g 0 monfhs.
Enlisted (a)w Terms of Service (a)__ %~ o—vf 1 Service reckons from () 2 'q""{”'fw’/_
Dateof promotion topresentrank Dwte of appointment to lance rank
*) Qualification (5)_
__1’ or Corps Trade and Rate

]‘Ixtended{ } Re-engaged {

____Signature of Officer i/c Records.

I Remarks
Gl e | um of Casaity | Drect | Srigh o o Rogn
Date ’ From whom received | Th ch : i asualty [ 5

Embarked 2 gé(//.u /A{ﬂ- /é // I

Disembarked..

9994 z/f { %m/ /WO / £ / duty (7 Aoy ./ ,éé it ’;77 7/(
Zf?/_? —re—

_..7(.¢ué ‘_9/ 744 |
_ Y »( i Jalin; el e

Report

.l icial
documents

7
A
i gx/i.«.w Lo 23 1010 emster o "
/

Wbl K6 ’(

! 1
(a) In the case of aman who hasre- engngod for, or enlisted into Section D, Army Reserve, particulars of such re-engagement or enlisiment will be enter,
) Signaller, Shoeing-smith, &e.
(Beliz0) W 15012—51%6 J.P.& Co, Ttd.  Forms/BI033.

The Battalion War Diary entry for 23rd September 1916 confirms that “50
Other Ranks attached to 180 TC Royal Engineers returned to duty”. TC means
tunnelling company. So we now know that Thomas was involved in digging

tunnels for underground mines for the period between March and September
1916.

At this stage the DLI were behind the lines at Noyelles in Northern France.
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On 15th October 1916, they arrived on the Somme battlefield. This battle had
been raging since July, and the autumn rains had turned the battlefield, roads,
trenches and dugouts into a muddy quagmire. The BEF needed more support

from Pioneers.

On 20th October 1916 the began work on new communication and assembly
trenches ready for an attack on a strong German fortified position in Zenith
Trench, in front of Le Transloy.

On 23rd October, the attack on Zenith Trench was launched and the DLI
followed the attacking troops into the newly won positions and consolidated
them. They also dug new communication trenches back to their old front line.
During this week, they suffered 120 casualties. 35 men killed, 22 of them on
23rd October.

This photo was taken on the battlefield in October 1916:

They suffered another 100 casualties in the first half of November, including 14
killed by gas shells.

Still on the Somme battlefield, the DLI lost another 15 killed near Maricourt,
whilst digging communication trenches to support another attack. A week
later, the Germans began their strategic withdrawal to a new defensive line, 30
miles east.

7|Page



In late May 1917, the Pioneers of the DLI arrived in the Ypres area. A major
offensive was being planned for late July. It was to become known as the 3rd
Battle of Ypres. It was preceded by the Battle of Messines on 7th June 1917.
There was plenty of work for the Pioneers to do.

What happened to Thomas?

The Battalion diary provides us with a detailed account of movements, tasks
and location during the few days leading up to Thomas’ death.

On 14th June 1917, the Battalion moved to Pioneer Camp near Dickebusch.
This photo was taken at the tented camp. The Battalion Diary describes the
camp as “one of the best we have been in, consisting of huts and farm
buildings.”

8|Page



The location of Pioneer Camp can be seen on this 1917 map in square number
21:
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A few days later they were moved into billets in the Esplanade in Ypres. They
had been ordered to help construct 2 communication trenches. On 19th June
the DLI moved 2 Companies (400 men) from the Esplanade to Swan Chateau.
The chateau is no longer there and the area is part of the suburbs of Ypres,
called Wit Huis. The lake that you can see in the map is still there though. It’s
location can be seen on this map.

AN &\
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This link shows a modern map of the same area:

https://www.google.com/maps/@50.8379696,2.8769729,15z

It was close to Swan Chateau that Thomas was mortally wounded. The
Battalion Diary for 20th June 1917 reported the following:

“Very little work was done on account of heavy enemy artillery fire. Captain
Grindell and 2nd Lt Jarah killed whilst taking A Company up to do their work. Lt
R V Hogdson and 6 Other Ranks killed and 23 Other Ranks wounded at their
work. The two platoons concerned were on top filling sandbags for making a
parapet for new Communication Trench when the enemy suddenly put up a
barrage.”
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https://www.google.com/maps/@50.8379696,2.8769729,15z

Thomas was one of those 23 Other Ranks wounded.

Very close to Swan Chateau is Shrapnel Corner. It was, and still is, a junction
that the Germans could see from their positions on the high ground to the
East. It was therefore an obvious target for their heavy artillery. This is a 1917
photo of Swan Chateau:
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| have marked the places where these events took place in June 1917:

It was eventually established that 10 men of the DLI died that day, including
Thomas. 9 of them are now buried in Dickebusch New Military Cemetery
Extension. He is the only one buried in Menin Road South Cemetery. It is
therefore clear that he must have been taken from the trenches to a medical
post in Ypres, where he died on the same day he was wounded.
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Thomas made a will just 5 days before he died:

WILL.

In the event of My death I give the whole of my property and sffect té mny

father
Mr William Hunter
180 Palmerston street
SouthiShields
Durham

Slgnature Thomas Hunter

Rank and Regiment 22/ D L T
Date 15 June

Certified true cony.

& nct Lt. for
7. Oeiil/c Reg. TnfeSec /i Nok: 5%

G.H.Q. 3rd FEchelon,
1

H
o7
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His few belongings were returned to his father in November 1917:

{17 HWV(P1616/3) Army Form B. 104—126.

L on this EFl'O“‘ P A 6‘?\/9 b : 7
U_C. INFANTRY REOORD;{,
T WA ). funtes,
Ly 1€0 (ulmernlon o e
Lot & fuetihs
Station - Yo/, Date '8 NOV Wil ™™

SIR or MADAM, /

Gfitcer i/c

NOVISY |

No. i. . LRK Place ~<

*i and the Y

& I have to acknowledoe receipt
I am directed to forward the undérméntioned articles of private

property of the late No. ? 73 tank GD[f‘ et

Nawe  J. Mumlers= tegt. 33 D ety "I ~

and would ask that you will kindly acknowledge receipt of the s gf,o;),‘{ S
i 14

the form opposite :(—

s articles as stated opposite.

Yours faithfully,
—_— . 2 .\~
/ d Siseg

/ P X
Q\_’\ e S 0 17’}‘,(.;{/5‘4/ U—\%C& )

3 (»\‘i"_:n here)

The Officer /e Records,
These are the only articles at present forthcoming, but should any

-1 TORK

further articles be received at any time they will be duly forwarded. Station

Yours faithiully,

y % & :
e Officer in Charge of Records.

»1e YORK
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FIELD SERVICE. Army Form B. 20904.

REPORT of Death of a Soldier to be forwarded to the War Office with the least possible delay after receipt

of notification of death on Army Form B. 213 or A rmy Form A. 36, or from other official documentary sources.

Od m ¢
REGIMENT ** 245 m L. S s T're
[ ! = S : : quadron, Troop
OR CORPS ( Piones Battery or Cyomp:m’y} Zaea,

legimental No. 22/8985 ¢ S R PV T

Surname __ HURTER _ Christian Names

Date 20e6al7. _Place LrLE 18 Field (france).

Died 1

Cause of Death* ___-ied from Wounds received in /sction.

7 s
Nature and Date of Report o VOV  wieUediive

By whom made O« JPattalion.

© Specially state if killed in action, or died from wounds received in action, or from illness due to field operations or to fatigue, privation br exposure while on
wilitary duty, or from injury while on military duty.

Place : : it e Date _

Burial
By whom reported i : 2
M O ot known
State whether le leaves () it Pay Pook (Army Book ‘”),“-0t Jmorn __ () in Swall Book (if at Base) O HTIOHT
; 1 51 Yoy
a Will or not '(‘) as a separate document. Hot know n
All private documents and effects received from the front or hospital, as well as the Pay Book, should be examined, and if any
will is found it should be at once forwarded to the War Office
¢ informatior ved as to verbal expressions by a deceased soldier of his wishes as to the disposal of his estate should be
reported to the War Of a8 soon as possible.
A duplicate of this Report is to be sent to the Fixed Centre Paymaster at Home, or to the D, peditionary Force,
eld Disbursing Of a B nay req , together with the Deceasc ay I g wi g any will from the
latter). If the dee mall Book is at the Base, it should be forwarded to the War Olflice with this Report.

25 .61 ___ Signature of Officer in charge of Section

Station and)
f Adjutant-General’s Otlice at the Base

Date | ; = e 3 =
: CRelInf al€Cii0Ts
(1332) Wt. 5710/M745 400,000 816 JFW [E328) Forms/B2090A/2

R

GHG_grd lehelon DEF 2/Lt .Lor



This form, dated 1919, lists Thomas’ relatives that he left behind:

f,{?r( o
Army Form W. 50€0.

ad
Regiment 22 LA A PGl AT ANLRA, / l To be filled in by
Officer in Charge of
99 ?93% ,:Z: of Nonllr deceased ! ltecords.
STATEMENT of the Names and Addresses of all the Relatives of the ahove-named deceased
; Soldier in each of the degrees specified below that are now living.

NorE.—Against those degrees of relationship in which there is no relative now living the word “none” is to be insert:l. I the
wers are not filled in, much correspondence and delay may be oceasioned by tlie neglect.

ADDRESS IN FULI
Degree of relationship u]f eV ive 3 in eacl of each survi
deg

Widow of the Soldier ...

Children  of the Soldier and
dates of their births...

Father of the Soldier ...

Mother of the Soldier ...

Full Blood

Brothers of
" the Soldier

Half blood

Full blood ... | 7 1557
A
> 53
Sisters of | | Ssar Harts 7|
the Soldier g -
3 |
Hal blood " ... |
|

If no Relatives in the degrees above are now living the following particulars should be given:

Names of those now living, Addresses in full

Grandpavents of the Soldier ... |

Nephews and Niecés of the |
Soldier

Uncles and Aunts by blood of |
the Soldier (not Uwoles
Aunts by marriage) ...

DECLARATION.
1 hereby declare that the above is a true and complete Statement of all the Relatives of the Iate Soldier mnow
living in the degrees enquired for, 4 g o

Signature of the
Relationship to the Soldier
Address in full

T hereby certify that the above Statement and Declavation made by A
and signed in my presence is complete and correct, to the best of my knowledge and beliof.

Dated ab- bt ee SR S /z day nffj/léé”?: A ]{v{? 8

Signature = . - Qualification f{/’i—ﬁﬂ(ﬁ_
of Minister ”"44"" j ﬁi%’“""" e Add ks Zet 2 ’{,é & L
s ‘ dress._ 251 cO72. S ee %

P e L

or
Magistrate.
5527, Wt, Ws353/GPISIE. 1,000,000(8). 210. 8.0.7.Rd.
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In 1919, Thomas’ body was moved across the road from Menin Road North
Cemetery to Menin Road South. The Menin Road North Cemetery was closed

down.

The Colonel in Charpge,
No«.l. Infantry Recorda,
York.

V.Hunter,

i
180 Palmeraton

aghisldad |

No.l. Infantry 1}
Ycrk. 18th gapta

str,
4 \
I bhg to inform you) that it hasg bsen nascsansa
the reraida of ths lats/HNo. 22/09% Privats T.Huntar,
ttelign, Durhar) TAght Infantry, for prover Burial at Moni
5.’1‘/{.,_'0),,‘ ! 1 R N i A av ko
J /

i
etdry, Juat Hast of ¥prege.
1
bean| duly rarked with s Croga hearing all

late soldiprts particularg.
/ )

o PL The 3~",vjl'~v.'11 wag vndervrtaiten with avervy meaauire of care and

S/

y,
{ revarance, ‘and’ the rﬂ.-v"xf"—"“,'m'ﬁ, conductedl by an Army Chaplain,
/

7
/ V
i ‘ ! I an,

Z ; sit,
{ i Your obedient ﬂnwwmta;\\
A [ A

'

for Colonsel,
i/c No.l. Infantryv Rocordn. g
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; 1022/5
® :
CONCENTRATION OF GRAVES.
(EXHUMATION AND RE-BURIALS).
BURIAL RETURN.
NAME OF CEMETERY OF RE-BURIAL..... MU ROAN. SOUTH OEMETERY Shoot 28eI.0e0e2+de 29/7/18 Sheet 28
Plot | Row | Gear APPN;';:;;*’;:;;;;&’;““ l“;g'g*:;gg“““ Puctioulrson oross tound ongrmve R‘on-:;r:;; Sk | Ware soy s i B

\

o |28 X | ¥os |77 Bte Aworry 8/Ruscotsi”10/6/18 Yo
| .
o 24 o B 2 | Yes |GeR.U, In memory of 998 Pto T.Hunter i |
‘ 8 % 28 9BF D,5,I,(Pnrs) Died of wounds ¥ | i}
3§ K 20/6/17 ‘ .
| 8 2 . N
0 25 ° - Yes | GeR.U, In momory of 11986 Pte H
Fttgesey &8 & = owen 7/tincolin Regte 18/11/15 e/ 0
N, | 38 = N Yes  |G.R.U. 14541 Pto V.Eodson 7/nincoln,/
ég ® | | Rogle e8/7/18
‘ , \
& |2 g d \ Y05 | G.R.U. 14628 Plo V,Barratt 7/5inco \ &
; Rogte 20/12/15 \g_,
‘ 0 14 | I.17.b.3.9. { FNo_ | uUnimown Britiah golaier v 1 \ ?‘\\
3 \
0" |18 | Is17.b42.0. 1 No  |Unimown British officer v / ¥o
‘
o 16 Te1842e2e70 \ ¥No Unknown. British Soldior Worc. Rogts” | Numersls Disc illegiblp. ‘ Yoo

\
|

S |
e ]
\lwhm form to be rendered in duplicate, one copy being handed to the Registration Officer and the other retained by the Burial Officer.
fodin France by AP & 8.5, g Pross b RAG— 173911
i, = A é ¥

Other research into Thomas has also been completed by Pauline Priano:

http://www.newmp.org.uk/article.php?categoryid=99&articleid=1386&displayorder=436

Rest in peace Thomas Hunter
Terry Whenham
April 2020

https://www.terrystours.co.uk/
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